You will, I am sure, pardon a small degree of vanity, when I say that it is exceedingly gratifying to me to find that the publication of the paper just referred to seems to have been the cause of directing the attention of other observers to this very important subject ; and by the labours of scientific men diseases of the skin have been gradually rescued from the hands of the empiric. They are now acknowledged to be consitutional rather than local afiections, and a simpler and more efiectual method of treatment for the cure of some of the greatest ills that flesh is heir to, is distinctly pointed out, and at once resorted to. But whether future investigations will tend to confirm an opinion now gaining ground, to the eflFect that the poison-germs which produce the most alarming infectious diseases are likewise of 2l fungoid nature, I am not at all prepared to say. But of this we may be quite certain, that it is only by the aid of the microscope, in the hands of those who will patiently sit themselves down to interrogate nature, " that we can ever expect to make out the character of those poisons which, generated in one body and conveyed to another, produce such terrible destruction to our race."* For these microscopic germs, iu-visible though they be to the unaided sight, are nevertheless produced in myriads in the earth, air, and water around us, and are so diminutive that ordinary motes floating M. Davaine believes he has traced splenic disease in slicep to the entrance into the blood of bacterium-like bodies, or fungi-a zymotic disease caused by ferment, by the rapid growth of which the life of the animal is quickly sacrificed to the destroyer.
